STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
BOARD OF MEDICINE
In re: Application of John Jerius, M.D.

)
)

to practice medicine.

)

NOTICE OF FORMAL
DECISION TO DENY
LICENSE APPLICATION

The North Dakota Board of Medicine, convened on January 28,2022, and considered the
application of John Jerius, M.D., for licensure to practice medicine in the State of North Dakota.

After personally interviewing Dr. Jerius, and having reviewed the materials obtained during
the application process, the Board found:

1

Dr. Jerius submitted a completed application for North Dakota Medical Licensure on
January 4,2022. In the application, it was disclosed that Dr. Jerius was denied renewal
of his clinical privileges at the Minden Medical Center in 2013 due to concerns about
Dr. Jerius' ability to provide quality care from a surgical care and postoperative
perspective, as well as concerns of an ongoing pattern of poor judgment and behavior
that placed patients at risk. In a letter dated July 30, 2013, Minden Medical Center's
Executive Committee outlined numerous details to support quality of care concerns,
climate or culture of safety concerns, and concerns regarding Dr. Jerius' judgment and
decision-making ability. The findings also detail 18 different nurses, managers, and
department directors who all reported they would not let Dr. Jerius perform surgery on
them. Other staff members stated they would refuse to allow Dr. Jerius to perform
surgery on their family members.

2.

Dr. Jerius' temporary privileges were also revoked in 2010 by the Christus Schumpert
Health Systems after apeer review of three cases raised quality of care concerns.

3.

Dr. Jerius received a malpractice settlement of $6,000 for improper supervision of
resident in2004.

4.

While interviewing Dr. Jerius for licensure at its January 28,2022, meeting, Dr. Jerius
reported to the Board that he had not worked in a clinical setting since February of 2021.
Dr. Jerius also informed the Board that he was looking to work in at rural medical
facilities in North Dakota, but had not obtained employment at the time of the meeting.

5. After the interview, the Board discussed concems regarding the information

a

that
accompanied Dr. Jerius' denial and revocation of privileges at Minden Medical Center
and Christus Schumpert Health Systems, including the specific findings of the history
of interpersonal relationship concerns.

6.

The Board also found concerns with Dr. Jerius' questionable clinical and medical
judgement, which are compounded by Dr. Jerius not working in a clinical setting for
almost a year and looking to work in a rural setting without potential referrals, oversight,
or collaboration with a medical team that may not occur in such settings.

From these findings, the Board concludes the applicant, Dr. Jerius, failed to show the Board
that he has a history free from any finding of the commission of any act that would constitute grounds
for disciplinary action in North Dakota under 43-17 -31, N.D.C.C. Thus, the Board further concludes
that he does not meet the license requirements of 43-17-18, N.D.C.C.

A Notice of Informal Decision to Deny the License was issued which advised Dr. Jerius of
the right to secure a formal hearing on the merits ofthe license application by requesting such hearing
within sixty days of the Notice of the Informal Decision.
Pursuant to Sec. 50-02-12-01, NDAC, the Notice of Informal Decision to Grant a Restricted

License was sent to Dr. Jerius by certified mail on February 7, 2022. Dr. Jerius acknowledged
received of the decision on March 1,2022.
More than sixty days have elapsed since the Notice of Informal Decision to Deny the License
was received by Dr. Jerius, and no request for a formal hearing on the merits of the license application
has been received by the Board.

Therefore, the Informal Decision to Deny the License now becomes the Formal Decision to
Deny the License and it is the final order of the Board that the application of Dr. Jerius is hereby
DENIED.

DATED this 1lth day of May 2022

andra DePountis
Executive Director

